Name: _____________________________________

Score:________________

Reading Comprehension
Harriet Tubman was born about 1820 and was originally named
Araminta Ross. She was born to slaves Benjamin Ross and Harriet
Greene on a plantation in Dorchester Country, Maryland. She was one
of eleven children in her family.
In 1844, her slave master allowed her to marry John Tubman, who
was a free black man. By this time, Harriet had taken her mother’s first
name. When her slave master and his heir died, Harriet’s status as a
slave was in question, because her freedom had never been granted.
Rather than take any chances, she moved to the north without her husband.
While living in Pennsylvania, Harriet got involved with the abolitionist cause. She became
a conductor on the Underground Railroad, which helped slaves escape from the South. In a
period of about ten years, Harriet helped about 300 slaves escape slavery in the South, guiding them to freedom in the North.
1.

Harriet Tubman was born to slaves.
true

2.

Harriet’s real first name was Rosa.
true

3.

false

New York

Pennsylvania

Harriet joined the _________________ cause.
abolitionist

8.

false

Harriet left the South and moved to ______________________.
Maryland

7.

12

Her slave master granted her freedom when she married.
true

6.

11

Harriet married John Tubman in 1845.
true

5.

false

There were _________ children in her family.
10

4.

false

slave

abuse

How many slaves did Harriet Tubman guide to freedom?
100

300

500
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